SUMMARY
stretched showing no signs of dysplasia or neoplastic growth. The term 'lobular capillary hemangioma' has been suggested to describe lesions morphologically similar to those observed in the study. These masses made up 53.3 % of a total of 15 lacrimal sac tumour biopsy specimens examined over a period of 10 years (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) . The few reported cases of primary lacrimal sac tumour of non-epithelial origin suggest that they make up a large minority of the lacrimal sac tumours. A review shows that relatively few of these lesions have been described in recent English literature but these growths are probably not being as consistently reported as primary epithelial tumours.
Pyogenic granulomas arise at any age in either sex as primary vascular lesions of the skin and mucosal mem branes with a predilection for the head and neck. Usually the lesion develops rapidly within a few weeks or months.
Macroscopically it may present as a pedunculated poly poid red nodule. Inflammation is regarded as a secondary reaction in the later course. Histologically there are numerous capillaries and small blood vessels budding from central feeding vessels within an oedematous con nective tissue core.
Although common in the conjunctiva. pyogenic granu loma has hardly ever been described within the lacrimal 
MATERIALS
Eight surgical biopsy specimens out of 15 lacrimal sac tumours seen by the ocular pathology department of the University of Munich Eye Hospital in a 10 year period (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) are the basis for this report. A short summary of the clinical data of the patients is given and the total number of lacrimal sac surgical biopsy specimens seen during this period is specified with respect to their histo pathological diagnoses.
Clinical Findin g s
The clinical findings are summarised in Table I or sanguinous discharge (even during atraumatic irriga tion). Four cases were extirpated for dacryocystocoele, two for pyocoele, one for fistula formation through the skin, and one due to a lower lid abscess and suspicion of malignancy.
Common Features
There was no history of serosanguinous or bloody dis charge. No specific infectious invasive micro-organisms were detected on histologic examination and the more fre quently cultured organism was staphylococcus aureus. 
Patholo g ic Findin g s

DISCUSSION
The cases reported here show that a lacrimal passage obstructive disease manifesting as chronic dacryocystitis is frequently accompanied by a pyogenic granuloma. It is documented that similar masses have appeared either without a preceding history 3 , following injury from a wound 4 or after probing S , 6 . There are also reports of granu lomas occurring as a reaction to a retained foreign body such as hair 7 , a plastic tube 8 , or silicone tubing 9 , 1O , 11 . In our The tumours presented as erythematous, periodically tender, compressible masses with no serosanguinous or (Table II) . These growths com prised 53.3% of all lacrimal sac tumours (Table III) 
